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C; Gullane’s Hotel 3 :
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1o help stop the spread of Covid-19
Gullanes Hotel is temporarily closed.

We will keep you posted as to when we are reopening.

We look forward to seeing you all again soon

Until then hope you all stay safe.

Main Street, Ballinasloe,

Co. Galway
T:090 96 42220 F: 090 96 44395

E: info@gullaneshotel.com

Visit our website gullaneshotel.com
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=3 e R e Welcome to this Easter’s Edition and firstly thanks for all the lovely
messages of support and congratulations on our milestone publication
ast Feb. It is encouraging to know how much our combined efforts mean
0 SO many.

his is the 6" edition in a row since the Taoiseach’s address in Washington
without an events guide — we have as a society been devoid of planned
vents for 12 months. No one in the limited conversations we had in the
arly few weeks of this year mentions any more - Auld Moore’s Aimanac
r the Donegal Postman with their prophecies on the months ahead. It's
s almost in the daily drudgery of lockdown living we are loosing the
onfidence to plan; as it’s all based on NPHET’s numbers.

‘et again these pages offer ample evidence of groups trying to make
lans for our future, trying to bring services, food, smiles to folks in
Il sorts of difficult circumstances. Raising money for worthy causes,
¢ celebrating through word and photo rather than activity. All parts of
building blocks of any community.

We salute in a small way our closeknit colleagues of vintner and
hospitality families who have nearly remained shut for a full year with no
definity on the horizon. We will all see better days ahead.

21 years after the purchase and renovation of St. Enda’s Chronic in
i 1999, our Community Development Company with the Bank Chambers
: Office Hub project begins its town centre phase which as is happening
¢ in Holland, Canada and parts of the UK — the Community Trusts like the
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Articles and
Photos Welcome

NEXT ISSUE

Deadline May 12t

For submission of articles, i For the first time in a long number of years, Ballinasloe is going to be
p| ease email: at the forefront of major Central & Local Government Investment. At the
. . . : same time, | wish to acknowledge the investment by Galway Co Council
ballinasloelifereporter@gmail.com in our fine Library and town enhancement scheme, an outlay of ¢ €11m.
. ¢ | believe we need a multi-agency oversight group to link the various
To advertise Government Departments who will be spending funds so that there is a
your events contact: ¢ co-ordinated work schedule and we all get value for money spent.
ballinasloelifereporter@gmail.com : Transport Infrastructure Ireland have been funded to the tune of ¢ €800k
or Call 090 964 5831 to set up offices in the Library through which we hope they will co-
:ordinate the Athlone to Galway Greenway through Ballinasloe. They need

EAM H RA Welcome to Volume 11 issue 1

Estate Landlords of the 17" and 18" Century command the freehold of
the streets and commercial hearts; so they can determine how many
tattoo parlours or boiled sweetshops they wish to have in their midst — far
more effectively than the local Municipality.

Great news for our Saolta Hospital complex with the new €15 million 50
bed unit gone to tender and works started, another €20 million of state
money earmarked for town development and €15m from the Dept of Ed
for a new school, plus planning approved for some €25m of residential
units leaves us well positioned for the decade ahead.

All good weathervane for the future but still the vibes are despondent —
they need not be; vaccines will help but we are not going to be leaving
levels for a few seasons anytime soon.
“Hope springs eternal in the human breast,
Man never Is, but always To be blest.

The soul, uneasy, and confin’d from home, -
Rests and expatiates in a life to come.” Wrote
Alexander Pope. I
Eastertime is a wonderful time of renewal and
hope — we hope it is for all our readers.

Le Gach De Ghui,

COLM CROFFY,

Editor.

The development of St Brigid's campus is moving along as well as
major investments in accommodation and facilities in Portiuncula
Hospital. Ballinasloe Railway Station have also been allocated funding
for upgrading. These will create new jobs in the area in conjunction with
ongoing expansion of private business.

We in BACD have purchased a building on Society Street and will develop
this to create further sustainable jobs in addition to the 180 in the
Enterprise Centre in Creagh.

You all have a part to play in this process and will have opportunities
through conversations and meetings to ensure all of the above projects

by May 1 0" ¢ to link in with the Bord of Works who are in the process of providing flood are followed through to fruition. You can appreciate the impact all of the
________________________ relief scheme at a cost of €8.5m. This is an ideal opportunity for these two  above will have on top of the welcome €400,000 shop front enhancement
CREDITS :organisations to work together so that walkers, cyclist and people with  scheme which is now happening.
: disabilities will be able to travel all the way along our unique blue way Galway County Council are in the process of finalising their 5 year plan. We
amenity the River Suck from Derrymullen to the Lock at the Motorway. in BACD are putting a 10 year plan in place with a focus on 3 pillars which
EDITOR i Galway County Council are in the process of developing the link road atthe ~ encompasses all of the above and have made a sizeable submission to
Colm Croffy ¢ rear of Main Street / Society Street in conjunction with the development  Galway Co Council for same to be incorporated into their
REPORTER/ of the new Town School, these all need to link in with and another. The plan. It has also been submitted to Roscommon County
VIDEOGRAPHER Hidden heartlands have recently launched a plan for the development Council as 50% of the Ballinasloe Catchment area is in
:of the Region and have an initial budget of €74.5m, some of which will  County Roscommon.
JackTreacy, Gerry Stronge 1o asijape to initiatives in the Ballinasloe catchment area. Waterways s
CONTRIBUTORS i Ireland also have plans to develop all waterways and in particular the E“.XMUS DUFFY, .
: . f ) . Chairman Ballinasloe Area Community
Ken Kelly, Barry Lally, Evelyn § lesser used rqutes under which Ballinasloe Marina would be a part, again Development Limited.
Donnellan and various other ; fese arealllinked.
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LIGHTING SCHEME DEVELOPMENTS } BY JACK TREACY

The Town Centre has had issues with public lighting
for many years now. It has become a health and safety
hazard and Councillor Evelyn Parsons has taken up the

cause of rectifying the black spots.

The Ballinasloe ClIr had put in her original request at the March
Municipal District Council Meeting for additional lighting to be
costed and installed on some of the lanes from Main St to the
Marina and Parks.Critical to ensuring that the town is sufficiently lit
are the Health and Safety issues. By llluminating the streets, parks
and public spaces there is an immediate reduction in the risk of
accidents and injuries aiding the safety of pedestrians and cyclists
against road users.

Well-lit public spaces also provide the community with an extra
feeling of security when going out, after dark especially, upon
re-opening of night-time economy for the pubs and nightlife
businesses providing safe access for staff patrons and customers. It
should allow for increased access of the sloped lanes (Woodslip and
Hobsons), leading to and from the new accessibility friendly bus-
stops proposed for the Marina and Link Road Area. These lights
should offer a new welcoming warmth for an increased number
of visitors, tourists, cyclists and most importantly the community.
At the recent municipal meeting, Cllr Parsons was informed that
the new light installation, especially in those two lanes, had
been prepared and priced to approximately €13,500. The council
executive were of the view that Notice Of Money (NOM) would
be needed to carry it out.Cllr Parsons states: “This was totally
unacceptable-a fully comprehensive approach by the Council was
clearly required towards providing Key Town Urban (Under RSES)
Infrastructure. The costings have gone beyond the modest reach
of the community’s Notice Of Money and in any case, providing
proper town lighting was not in the spirit for which NOM was
intended.”Given that the town is looking at attracting increased

Councillor Evelyn Parsons (IND)

numbers of cyclists, tourists and visitors, this urban necessity
needed attention now along with budgetary provision for public
toilet and public facilities upgrades. The NOM suggestion was
deemed completely inappropriate by Clir Parsons and her stance
was supported by her colleagues present at the meeting.

Funding must be sought elsewhere and she pointed out that there
was an additional €180,000 in municipal funding provided at the
Galway County Council annual budget meeting.”It is high time to
raid the Landfill remediation fund which was set aside for Galway
County Council to compensate and improve the quality of life for
residents of Ballinasloe. The time has clearly come to use some of
these monies for the purpose for which they were intended” states
Parsons.So far, she has been pleased to see that the street lights
operating correctly once again on both sides of Dunlo Street and
bulb replacements on Sli na Habhain. Most lights are now working
in the town with more to be serviced soon.
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Gills Drycleaners & Launderette

Dunlo St., Ballinasloe (Formally Harney’s)

The one slop shop

for your laundry
and drycleaning needs

Servicing domestic,
commercial and
industrial customers

E: info@qillscleaning.ie
www.gillsdrycleaners.ie
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€400,000 INVESTMENT IN SHOP FRONTS 3 BY COLM CROFFY

Following the recent monthly meeting of Galway County Council, Councillor Timmy Broderick has secured funding
of €200,000 to facilitate street scaping renovation in town.

Clir Broderick along with fellow
Clir Evelyn Parsons and TD Denis
Naughten have been campaigning
for increased funding from Galway
County Council in association with
the Street Scaping Scheme.

The scheme was announced at the
end of last summer as the Big Dig
wound down and saw nearly 80
business owners apply for grant
assistance to renovate, paint and
repair the front facades of premises.
News broke around estimates, that a
meagre €80,000 had been allocated.
Clir Broderick labelled it: “An insult to
those who have to undertake major °
works to improve the streetscape in
the town... What we are looking at is a paltry amount considering
the turmoil that all businesses in Ballinasloe in recent times from
the pandemic to the Town Enhancement Scheme, and associated
road closures.”

“Unreachable expenditures were built up a huge number have
subscribed to it and the sum will be quite small. €1,000 each was
not very much for them. There is no news on whether an architect
will be appointed. | am very disappointed to what has come to pass
on what looked to be a great scheme” explained Cllr Parsons.
Galway County Council Acting Director of Services, Alan Farrell
explained: “A decision has been taken to further finance Ballinasloe
Streetscapes in terms of shop fronts. We will get the highest impact
in terms of expenditure, in the region of €200,000 is expected to
give the town an uplift.”

ClIr Parsons said: “The investment of €400,000 in the street scape
will transform the town and be beneficial to both businesses and
the people.”

The scheme will now be architect led which means that colour
pallet, styling and upgrading of pelmets and signage will follow

LT

Society Street

uniform theme - anchored around a
Victorian Provincial Market Town, to be
able to draw down the support which
will match fund 50% what the business
owner is contributing.

Senator Aisling Dolan, who in late summer
of last year pro actively canvassed
businesses to apply for the scheme,
referred to the project as generational.
“We have the ability to resemble the
bright engaging facades of a Clonakilty,
* Skibbereen or a Westport with this once
in a lifetime project and | am so looking
§ forward they way the town will look for
out community and visitors alike in the
late summer when all the sprucing up is
done” noted Aisling.

She also referenced the work the local Street Representatives and
BACD did in advocating for the scheme from the Council to assist
town centre businesses.

TD Naughten added: “This funding will allow businesses to make a
real difference to the appearance of the town and its potential to
attract not just shoppers but also new businesses. Galway County
Council investing €200,000 in Ballinasloe will help to encourage
families and potential investor to choose our town rather than
continuing struggling on a regular basis in Dublin and will, in the
long run, increase the rate base and income for the Council to
invest in other local projects.”

Deputy Naughten has also been pushing for the vacant houses on
busy streets to be purchased with a €15,000 grant being provided
as a boost to new owners that would assist them with their
mortgage.

“Therealityisthat thereare quiteanumber of towns like Ballinasloe,
where bringing families into vacant homes and buildings will bring
new life into the community as well as supporting existing schools,

GEAROID GERAGHTY & COMPANY
SOLICITORS

www.gearoidgeraghty.ie

clubs, and local services” he stated.

)
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BALLINASLOE AT HIGH RISK OF FLOODING

1 BY JACK TREACY

The last few years have seen the threat of rising flood
levels in the community become an imminent issue. It
puts thousands of acres of farmland in the East Galway
region at risk.

Councillor Evelyn Parsons raised the issue recently with the Office
of Public Works Minister Patrick O’'Donovan, challenging the
rollout of Peatlands Scheme, whether or not the land is suitable
to proceed given the circumstances and recent flooding the town
has seen.

The meeting, that was facilitated by local TD Denis Naughten,
discussed the short term and long term effects of the extreme
flooding and rising groundwater risk and discussed the legacy of
waste pollutants in the town and its surrounds.

Concerns were highlighted over the environmental impact and the
impact it could have on people’s health regarding leachates the
drains into the soil. Kellysgrove is one of the first locations in the
country to enter the Bord na Mona (BNM) Peatlands Scheme with
the re-wetting of the bog set to commence in April which will bring
the bog back to life but also heightens the risk of flooding.

SPC Chair Councillor Alastair McKinstry supported Councillor
Parsons in her concerns that flooding and related issues merited
significant challenges due to the environmental sensitivities that if
not acted upon will have a great effect. The pair called for national
guidance for these schemes for adaptations for these areas subject
to extreme flooding.

Clir Parsons pointed out: “Ballinasloe’s Blackwater Bog Group is
one of the first locations in the country to enter this re-wetting
scheme. Kellysgrove Bog of 500 acres in the Poolboy area on the
periphery of town is one of the first bogs set to commence in April,
to be followed by Kilmacshane and Garysduff along to Clonfert.
Castlegar, north of Ballinasloe, to Ahascragh is undergoing
rehabilitation also.”

Ensuring that every consideration is given to the impact on the
boglands and the communities that it surrounds. The impacts of
the devastating floods of 2009 are still fresh in the head of many
which seen the M6 closed, 40 families relocated, businesses were

destroyed, supply
chains disrupted and
lives were at risk with
the disruption of the
emergency  services.
This cannot happen
again and measures to
prevent such a tragedy
from occurring again
must be taken. The
councillor previously
met with the BNM
Project Team and the
municipal district in
December to welcome
these measures.

The local Flood °
Alleviation Community
Group (FAB) have been labouring long and hard to shore up
the flooding defences, carrying out hydrological studies and
protective measures assisted by Brian Connelly Builders post the
2009 devastating floods. Currently they are still keeping a watchful
eye out on the river piling up sandbags at their door as a caution
but also as a reminder of the ongoing threat.

Councillor Evelyn Parsons (IND)

Clir Parsons stated: “The minister informed me that the Flood Relief
Scheme for Ballinasloe is underway and progressing through
the stages with no anticipated delay. | was informed that the old
Suck Drainage Scheme funding has remained allocated”. She
also received several reassurances from Minister O’Donovan
concerning ring-fenced funding for the Relief Scheme (BFRS),
the East Bridge design, impacts on farming livelihoods as well as
sustainable synergies between plans and flood relief measures.

Minister O’'Donovan concluded that matters are progressing
satisfactorily and that all the environmental considerations raised
by the councillor would be examined in light of the multiplicity of
plans and projects planned for the area since the initial Flood Relief
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TOURISM AND HERITAGE STUDY 3 BY JACK TREACY

BACD's submission to the Draft County Development Plan signalled the town’s ambition as one of the few Gateway
Towns from the Hidden Heartlands to the Wild Atlantic Way and our requirements to become one of the few towns
in the Hidden Heartlands to evolve into a destination Tourism Hub.

With the refurbishment of the principal streetscapes completed,
major new investments such as the Greenway, OPW, Waterways
Ireland and indeed Hidden Heartland and Bord na Mona in the
rewetting of bogs means its timely to undertake a Feasibility Study
to offer a best practice route map for the development of a formal
Tourism and Heritage Plan 2022 - 2027 for our community.

BACD has received a welcome grant towards the facilitation and
compilation of the study from GRD Leader. Expressly the plan will:
Identify an inventory of visitor tourism and heritage attractions,
analyse the market position of all offering vis a vis competitors
and analyse the event, hospitality and facility capabilities and
positioning. Examine the positioning of Town and its current
offerings as per the new Failte Ireland, Hidden Heartlands, Tourism
Ireland, Irish Hotels Federation, Irish Waterways, OPW, Inland
Fisheries, NWRA and Western Development Commission revised

strategies.

It will also engage with the key private and voluntary stakeholders
in Culture, Heritage and Tourism Trade as to what plans they have
and what support is needed over the next 60 months, along with
examining models of best practice and innovative co-ordination
and marketing utilised by other communities and determine which
may be best for town and hinterland.

The final report will suggest some key priority actions for short
term implementation.

Working Groups are being established in Leisure & Amenities,
Hospitality & Trade, Heritage & Genealogy, Culture and
Events to assist and its hoped a first draft will be available in
a few months’ time. Any ideas or suggestions please to info@
ballinasleenterprisecentre.ie

15T ANNIVERSARY OF SHOPBALLINASLOE IE

- /

One year ago the journey started with the launch of '

ShopBallinasloe.ie-enabling shoppers to connect with
and purchase from their favourite local businesses
locally.

At the time, many doors were closed, and uncertain times ahead
for lots of local outlets. One year on, and although many doors
remain closed — there is a new hustle and bustle behind these
scenes, as businesses are busy preparing their online orders to their
ShopBallinasloe.ie customers whatever part of the world they maybe
in or accepting town vouchers where businesses are open!

Today, Shopballinasloe.ie hosts an even wider variety of Irish
products from lots of different local businesses — allowing shoppers
to browse across multiple ranges and services and checkout in one
single transaction with their order shipped from the supplier straight
to their home.

“Shopping local and supporting local businesses and jobs has never :

been more important. With a clear and simple message to ‘buy local’,
ensuring our town survives. By choosing to shop on shopballinasloe.
ie, or purchase town vouchers — everyone is making a difference
that benefits the community” states Honoria Mitchell Black, one of
the Co-ordinators.

In the past twelve months, some great milestones have been
reached: over 100 businesses onboard, thousands of products
available online, over€55,000 in online sales and an impressive 500k
page views on the website.

In November of last year the Town Voucher scheme was launched
just in time for Christmas. These vouchers have proved extremely
popular with over €60,000 worth purchased worldwide - making
them the perfect gift for any occasion or ideal prizes for Raffles,
Draws, Golf Classics and Table Quiz's.

“We could not have achieved all this success without our local
businesses, our online shoppers, our community, BACD, Ballinasloe
Credit Union, Galway County Council, friends and family, who all
helped along the way” explains Honoria. Festivities and online

competitions are on hold till a
1 later date!

° — | =

Ballinasloe.ie

In the meantime, if you have
a special occasion coming up
or maybe you have a family
member overseas - have them
gift you some Town Vouchers
or hop on shopballinasloe and
browse.

Bridget, Kathleen, and Chris Presenting
ShopBallinasloe Voucher in Dolans Centra.

#LocalJobs
#LocalHealthServices

NAUGHTEN
D E N I s INDEPENDENT TD

Call: (090) 6627557
Email: dnaughten@oir.ie

www.DenisNaughten.ie roster Free campaien | | posterfree.ie
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21 YEARS A GROWING- A PERSONAL TALE 3 Writes JOHN POWER

In August 2000, | with some
two hundred other people
were made redundant
from AT Cross Ltd the
manufactures of writing
| instruments. | had suspected
) about a year before that the
“axe” would fall and decided
I would try to set up my own

business.
With my business experience | identified a gap in the market for
start-ups and early stage companies. Business needs technical
expertise which is usually the founders’ skill. They also need
Management skills and access to funding which | could
provide.
Entrepreneur’s-Engineers, Bio Tech. IT experts, et al,
would have the ideas and | put their plans together and
provide Management support. This allows them to do the
technical aspects of the job, without the worry of all the
other stuff.
The plan was to work from home, no need for offices or
overheads. Sounds familiar! My first client: a company
developing an application for mobile phones arrived at
my house for an initial meeting. There were three people
from the Company ushered into our front room. First
question, where was my phone and land line. Our phone
at the time was in the hall and was almost at the ceiling
to stop our four active children dialing numbers for fun.
No blue tooth or broadband in the year 2000. The initial
meeting was a fiasco.
I was in trouble. | headed to the fledgling Enterprise
Centre where | met Gerry Cleary and Terry Noone, to seek
office space to rent. The only two floors up and running
were fully let to a US online gambling Company. | met
the Manager of the US Company. A nice young man from
Arizona who allocated us some unused space on the
ground floor.

wizard
“computers
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We agreed a rent of €100 a month with a review and | moved in
that day. Shortly after | moved in work commenced on renovating
another part of the Centre. Four offices, toiletand a small conference
roomwere builtwhere the St Theresa's special school is now located.
I took the lease on the entire unit and was joined by Sean Brennan
who ran a Consulting Business for Electronics companies, Colm
Croffy a Festivals and Events Consultant and David Flynn Health &
Safety expert. The conference room was used by the Board of BEC
and by a number of businesses and organisations from the Town.
After the crash of 2008/9 we had to reconfigure. With the help
of the BEC Manager we downsized and David Flynn and myself
continued in a smaller office where we continue to operate. Mike
Dowd, a project Consultant in the construction industry, has joined
us recently.

During the period | have been involved with around forty start-up

Original St Enda’s Hospital Building in early 1960's

companies and early stage businesses. Many have survived and
prospered others failed. Such is the nature of start-ups. We also work
with County Enterprise Boards, El. IDA and other State agencies.
Projects have covered IT, State bodies, Sports Organisations, Food,
Bio Technology, Sustainable Power, Executive training & Mentor
programs.

In partnership with BEC, Ballinasloe Credit Union and John M.
Power & Associates we ran the successful BEST Entrepreneur’s
awards programme for Secondary Schools for about six years.
| look forward to seeing some of the prize winners emerging as
Entrepreneurs of the future.

We have managed through the ups and downs of redundancy,
banking crisis, clients going bust and not been paid money we were
owed and other unplanned events.

The Covid 19 crisis is another such event along the business path.
During our time we have received help from unlikely sources at
critical times, some local, some international. In these times of no
meeting up, we try keep your network channels open by phone,
letter, email or however we can.

The last 21 years have been really enjoyable. | continue to work with
Entrepreneurs of all types and ages. Almost all of them are very
talented and capable people. Every day | myself am educated and
stimulated by their ideas and energy.

Our Enterprise Centre has been an amazing success. It has been
operational for almost 22 years. Without it | would never have got
my business up and running. We will continue to partner with BEC
and look forward to a major “bounce back” in business start-ups
when Covid 19 has been eliminated.



OLD BANK TO BE A WORKING HUB 1 BY COLM CROFFY

The Bank Chambers Building on Society Street has been
purchasedbyBallinasloe Community Development Company
(BACD) to facilitate Pulse Club members, local entrepreneurs
and hubs to strategically locate in the town, collaboratively

working together alongside
the existing enterprise centre
in Creagh.

The original Enterprise Centre is
full, the Library Hub is full and
there is limited modern dedicated
office / hub type space in the
locality.

This will add 6,000 square feet
of space for the Enterprise
Centre to use. The modern office
renovation, installation, upgrades
and facilities for approximately
35 workers foresees a budget
envelope of €580,000, with nearly €500,000 coming by
way of Grant Aid from the Bord na Mona-Just Transition
Programme.

“We have lots of enquiries for new space at the Centre,
with people who are remote working from home,
even to come in and use their own dedicated desk
space for a few days a week and this development
will follow best national and international design and
practice in accommodating a mix of remote, office and
self employed worker who need blended office and
desk conditions within a specialist environment and
supports” stated Lyn Donnelly BACD Manager, who
will manage the project and select successful clients.
Formerly the National Irish Bank, it was taken over by
the Bank of Ireland in the late 1940s where it remained
until 1993, and since then it has been in private
ownership.

The premises had been secured for purchase through
a loan from Ballinasloe Credit Union. The Design Team
for the refurbishment works will be appointed over the
coming weeks and once the project is given the green
light, the plan is to have the centre open for business
within 12 months.

BACD Chairperson Seamus Duffy is very excited.
“This has been the result of hard work and prudent
management of the last 20 years by successive boards
of directors in managing all previous state grants for
job creation and town development, in building direct
partnerships with state agencies and lenders. The Just
Transition Fund have found a worthwhile and serious
partner for support for their objectives and we look
forward to delivering this first job creation project for
them “.

Brendan Kelly of KPW stated: “Not many might
remember that KPW spent 35 years (1950-1985) in
Society St., and we all have great memories from there.
Society St. had a great mix of businesses from Retailers
to an Egg and Wool store, Solicitors, Restaurants,
Schools and a Bank too. We are delighted to see our
old Bank of Ireland being developed into a business
Hub - this is very exciting news for Society Street and

— ii_

Madden, Valerie Dolan,

3

Clir. Michael Connolly ( FF) Brian King, Anita Killeen, Noel
Lyn Donnelly, Manager, Joe Lyons

Ballinasloe. KPW have always had an association with the street
(and still has) and the many friends we have there to this day, we
want to support it in any way we can.”

For further details contact Lyn Directly in Ballinasloe Enterprise
Centre on 0909646516

) ) Duffy Chair,
Cregg, Dan Dowling, Marina Downey. Missing from photos:
Directors Kevin Broderick, Sean Kelly & Eoghan Kenn

LAW SOCIETY
OF IRELAND
PRACTISING
SOLICITOR

BUSINESS AS USUAL... just done differently!

“For contentious business a solicitor may not calculate fees or other charges on a percentage or proportion of any award or settlement.

St. Michael’s Square,
Ballinasloe, Co. Galway
& Hugh Street, Tuam, Co Galway

Principal: Eimear Loughnane B.A., L.L.B.
James O’Donohoe BCL, TEP, Dip Emp Law

T: 090 9646535 F: 090 9646594
E: info@eimearloughnane.com

Practice areas include:
Conveyancing (property purchases & sales)
Probate, Wills & Estate Planning
Personal Ijury Claims & Litigation
Family Law

Employment Law

Debt Collection
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GROW REMOTE CHAPTER DEVELOPS 3 BY JACK TREACY

The local Chapter of national survey will be posted in future editions.
' network of remote (home or To complete the survey simply scan the

QR code or follow the link https:/www.
hub workers), has had a busy surveymonkey.com/r/2HFK8TV

few pandemic months and with Tojointhechapter,jointheirFacebook Group
some many folk being forced or register into the Group in Changex from

to rethink the commute and the Community Tab at www.growremote.
obligatory office attendance - ie or drop a note to Coordinator Renate

: p erers R Kohlmann, Contact: hello@growremote.ie
frcsmt &1 new possibilities are opening up
T WM — that the Chapter maybe able to

help with.

Grow Remote has launched a free online mini-course available LS J
to anyone who would like to find a telecommuting role. As a CLG @ Topll ne G ree n e S
(non-profit) organisation, focused on community development,
the organisation’s return is when a person becomes employed and
can live locally. Because of this, they can bring together everything
needed to find work from home. Sign up now to their Learning
Hub! Access the course through the landing page on their website.
This course runs alongside the Monthly Jobs Club that is free for
all to attend. The Jobs Club is based around a monthly meetup
(via Zoom) to help people in the search for work possible at home.
Register for Jobs Club events at their Ballinasloe Facebook Group.
The next event takes place Thursday, April 13 from 6:30 pm to 8 pm.
In February the non-for profit partnered with Regional Skills West,
Galway Executive Skillnet, iTag Skillnet, and Gréasan na Medn
Skillnet to hold a Free Workshop ‘Remote West Works’ targeted at
workers and managers of teams working online, to give practical
advice on how to work more efficiently and deal with challenges in
the current environment.

Dorothy Scarry of Workplace Health & Wellbeing spoke on
Psychological Safety & Wellbeing and Renate Kohlmann of Grow
Remote & RK Consulting helped with the facilitation.

In 2020, after Covid-19 forced so many people to work from home,
GR ran the first survey about working virtually in Ballinasloe. A
year later a revised survey has been launched. They are interested
in receiving your feedback and would kindly ask as many people
as possible to complete the short 3-minute survey. Results on the

15T FOR BATHROOMS, TILES, DOORS AND FLOORS

Greene’s Hardware Ahascragh
0909688609 martin@greeneshardware.ie

PHARMACY

Here to help you

The Mount, Ballinasloe
T: 090 9643488
F: 090 9643483
E: billykingpharmacy@gmail.com

Mon to Sat 9am-6pm

10 BUSINESS



R&G Essentials was founded
by Georgina (Gina) Higgins-
Adams in Moylough, launched
in October 2019. Gina is a
busy mom of two little girls
who she named her company
after. R&G offers candles and
flower diffusers which are now
available on their website with
products ranging from €6 to
€55 for Ireland and the UK.
Gina became a member of the
PULSE Club business network a few
months after establishing and found the seminars and networking
opportunities useful.

Gina has worked for many years in the area of alternative health,
studying Reiki healing & teaching, nutrition and mindfulness.
Gina was always passionate about her work and in her spare time
she liked to get creative & loved to make up her own blends and
lotions. Adoring aromas and the therapeutic affects they can have
whether it be food, a candle or perfumes, Gina believes inhaling

a beautiful scent can have positive benefits and bring you to that
‘happy place’.

Georgina (Gina) Higgins-
Adams Founder R&G Essentials

UNEMPLOYMENT 50 YEARS AGO

There were 520 “On the Dole” in 1971 when the town featured in the
RTE archives lately, where a clip produced by Michael Ryan included
the Chamber of Commerce and Urban District Council being very
agitated at a decision of a Belgian businessman to move a meat
production factory from a site in Ballinasloe to Clara.

With NO Square D or AT Cross in town, securing a large factory
for employment was a key concern of business and political
interests. Watch the full clip with some contributions from
community leaders gone to their rest by visiting https://www.rte.ie/
archives/2021/0225/1199354-ballinasloe-is-losing-jobs/

R&G ESSENTIALS OFFERING NEW THERAPEUTIC PRODUCT

1 BY JACK TREACY

R&G Essentials pride themselves in using high quality luxury
ingredients, choosing not to use any paraffin or parabens and no
artificial dyes. All waxes are natural using soya plant based wax
and coconut/rapeseed wax which gives a clean burn and long
lasting candles

If you would like to know more about their products please do
not hesitate to contact Gina: support@randgessentials.com or
visit their website: www.randgessentials.com. Facebook: www.
facebook.com/randgessentials and Instagram: www.instagram.
com/randgessentials

McSteor s

Culliaghbeg, Ballinasloe.
Telephone: Office/Sandpit 090 9642521
Email: mckeons1 @eircom.net

Decorative Stone
Paving Sand
Screened Topsoil
Bark Mulch

LEADING EDGE MEDICAL DEVICE
Career Opportunities

SURMODICS

Surmodics Inc. is a Minnesota based multinational
specialising in the design, development, and
manufacture of leading medical devices. Over the past
four years, Surmodics has made significant investments
in the Ballinasloe facility. The site now has full vertical
integration including, precision extrusion, balloon
forming, catheter assembly, braiding, hydrophilic
coating and drug delivery capability.

Surmodics are hiring the following permanent
positions at our Ballinasloe facility:

Senior R&D Engineer
NPI/Validation Engineer
Senior Regulatory Specialist
Quality Assurance Engineer

in Ballinasloe

Would you like to work for a global organisation that
is committed to the highest standards of scientific
excellence and integrity?

Surmodics offers exceptional benefits, encourages
employees to gain experience across our entire
product & process range and is free from daily traffic
delays to/from its site in addition to a favourable four-
day working shift pattern.

Does our culture of collaboration and excellence appeal
to you?

If so, we invite you to visit our careers portal to view
role profiles which contains directions on how to apply:

www.surmodics.com/careers/careers-overview/

www.surmodics.com/careers/
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17 PUBS CLOSED FOR

“Ye'll never know what ye’'ll reap” declared a nonogenarian when she read that the Irish Pub would be allowed
open on a Good Friday in March 2018 after 90 years of closure on the Lord’s Day.

We got two Good Fridays at the taps, and in recompense we have
had the two following Good Fridays closed-along with a whole lot
of everything else!

Dry Pubs/Wet Pubs, wearing masks, social distancing, no singing,
no dancing, staying to our seats, no revelry for the few weeks of the
last 12 months they have been open.

Christmas, New Year’s, Valentines, The Six Nations, Paddy’s Day,
Cheltenham, all without the conviviality of the public house. While
it truly feels like wartime outside of the bar - there can’t be too
many among us who have not huge sympathies for the owners,
families and staff of these premises which are a huge communal
sitting room for so many.

"We had massive support when we were last open-phenomenal to
say the least. Can’t say how much we appreciate it. Stay safe and
mind yourselves and we will re-open again when advised to do so”
states Joby Kelly of Joe’s.

“Ayear of opening and closing, reminiscing back on the good times
that we had here, from sneaky pints on Wednesday, some music
on Friday, packed Saturday nights to a visit from Sam on a Sunday,
we PROMISE they will come again.... When the time is right” hopes
Conor Ryan of neighbouring Ryan’s Bar, one of the oldest family
run premises in town.

“We have not seen as much of you as we would like, however

the most important thing is to keep our loved ones safe. We are
a resilient race of people and when we are all vaccinated we will

bounce back stronger of character, hopefully kinder and more
appreciative of those around us and ready to resume some form of
normality” encourages Kathryn Gibbons of the Pillar House.

“The continued closure of our business, and ambiguity of the
months ahead have not been easy to deal with. After more than a
year of constant uncertainty, the challenge of predicting the future
has unfortunately become no easier.

We are however, repeatedly motivated by the unwavering support
we have received from friends, family, customers, and staff, and
would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one
of them for their generosity and loyalty throughout these trying
times.

Its important to focus on the positives. With developments such
as the possible inclusion in the Greenway, funding secured by
our councillors for the business enhancements and welcome
construction taking place at our local hospital, we are hopeful of
what the future holds.

Most importantly, continue to look after one another during these
difficult times and have a safe and happy Easter” encourages
Tomas and Caroline of Gullane’s Hotel.

All of us at LIFE and members of the community wish all our
Publican and Hospitality sector the strength and courage to stick
with the difficult road ahead to more normal times.

SHANNONSIDE SESSIONS 3 BY KEVIN BOLAND

emigrated to London in 1989, he now lives in
Surrey, with his wife and daughter. He works
for the civil service. His parents - John and

Nuala still live in Birchgrove.

It’s been just over a year since | was lucky enough
to visit home. In February 2020 we had no idea
what was to come, but here we are. | remember as
we landed in Shannon, it being bitterly cold, as my
old friend Dusty says “sure isn’t it 10 degrees colder
here than itis in London!” :
In June of the previous year | had also made the

journey home, on my own, to visit my parents, and to see how the
town and surrounds had changed. There were some new additions
on Main Street and work had begun on street enhancement. It was
always good to be back, where the pace of life was healthier, and
the stores have a choice of not just black, but also white pudding! A
real fire and a bit of live music and | could not be happier, but things
change and people move on, nothing stays the same.

Almost religiously, when I’'m home, | pay a visit to Shannonbridge,
the scene of many an energetic day and night during my teens.

In the mid-eighties, with a new driving licence, and the keys to an
old open-top Citroen Dyane, we would rendezvous at Staunton’s in
Creagh and head east, through Culliagh and Cloonfad, past Coreen
Woods and drive over the mighty river Shannon on a clattering
wooden slatted bridge into the province of Leinster. It was pure
escapism.

At the end of the Main Street, with the Blackwater Bog turf fed power
station off to the right, stood J.J. Killeens pub, its unpretentious
exterior giving no indication of the good times to be had inside.
Now, visiting with my father, it looked and smelled exactly the same.
He ordered a coffee and looked disapprovingly as | ordered an
Arthur Guinness.

It was a place of two halves, in that it had two front entrances, one

John and Kevin Boland enjoying a drink
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i for the general store-cum-Aladdin’s Cave, and one
- 1B - for the bar. It was in the latter, under a huge black
: and white portrait of the actor George Brent, whose
people hailed from nearby, that we used to sit and
4 absorb this exotic atmosphere. We laughed, we
drank, and we sang, along with equally excited
Germans, French, Dutch and Americans, they were
all there. They had come by cruiser, from Banagher,
and beyond, in search of bream, rudd and tench that
hide amongst the reeds of this mighty waterway.
By day they would hear the corncrake crow from
their bankside nests and wonder at the lushness of
the grassland Callows.

The shop sold almost everything, fishing bait, Peterson Pipes, Ladies
and Gents burial habits, groceries, and tobacco. On the counter
stood the gleaming piece de resistance, the bacon slicer. It was
entertainment on its own. Turf smoke drifted through from the bar
and everybody, farmers and tourists alike, seemed affable.

The bar was dimly lit with hundreds of business cards and foreign
currency from all over the world pinned above it. If you were lucky,
Michael would take down a new puzzle and see if you could crackiit,
smiling away as you toiled to understand what is was used for.

| remember it being so busy that leaving your seat to go anywhere,
meant squeezing and ducking past rows of porter, either settling, or
being passed to thirsty patrons.

| don’t know if | preferred it more back then, than I did on my last
visit, but it holds a special place for me, and while | know there will
be lots of better stories about this little gem of a place, | wanted to
share mine, before they slip away from me.

When things go wrong and will not comerright,
Though you do the best you can,

When life looks black as the hour of night -

A pint of plain is your only man.

Flann O’Brien.



PRACTICALLY A YEAR 3 BY COLM CROFFY
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Putting off

ma klﬂg a Will? www.phogan.ie

f'.P

PATRICK HOGAN & CO.

SOLICITORS

We remain open and all services ) Our Address $ +353(0)90 9642110

are being delivered. Call outs for Dunlo Street, Ballinasloe, (8 +353(0)90 9642107

. - County Galway, H53 YR91
will/document signing on request.
gning 9 Open 9.30 a.m-5.30 p.m J info@phogan.ie



NEW DISTILLERY’S

It’s all systems go for Ahascragh
native Alison Greene who took
up the daunting challenge

of being Marketing and
Communications Lead to
Ireland’s newest Distillery

McAllisters recently.

Alison is no stranger to the
picturesque village that straddles
the Bunowen - her Grandfather John
ran the Greenes’ Animal Disposal
Business for years, whilst Dad Kevin
and Mum Anne operate the successful

Alison Greene - New Marketing
Topline Greenes’ Hardware Store.

and Communications Lead

Educated locally at Fohenagh N.S.
and later at Holy Rosary, Mountbellew, Alison, despite growing up
in hurling mad family preferred the stage to the pitch - being the
eldest of three with her sister Sarah working in France and youngest
Robert a leaving cert student ! Her extracurricular interests saw her
akeen supporter of Fohenagh and Galway Hurling but also finding
her own creative expression on stage.

“TY, after school - the Centre Stage Youth Theatre with Majella
Flanagan, Alfie Kilduff, The Pantos, the Musicals in the Town Hall
and of course Fohenagh Drama Group locally gave me a huge love
of theatre” states Alison.

Little wonder that her third level choice was a BA in Theatre and
Performance at the O’Donaghue Centre, NUIG followed by a
Masters in Arts Management and Cultural Policy at UDC. She was
accepted on a Graduate Development Scheme with Business to
Arts in Dublin and eventually came back west to work as Marketing
and Communications Lead with Gary Hynes’s acclaimed DRUID in
Galway.

“There is something of DRUID that is so appealing to the creative,
that you can be anchored in the west but that your horizon of
ambition must always be the world, maybe it’s the Synge legacy”
she muses.

Whatever about the lure of thespian world there is nothing that
she has not honed skills in Marketing and Communications that
she will be not transferring to her new role with the McAllisters
Distillery. “If | can take a pinch of DRUID’s ambition, an ounce of
Gary’s determination and boldness to what we are doing here | will
be happy” exhorts Alison.

Her last project with DRUID was organising the tour of Gregory/
Murphy around the County in Autumn of last year - including
Ballinalsoe before she took up her role in early winter with the
McAllisters Eco Distillery.

As many readers are aware, the old 19th century Mill complex
is being completely overhauled as one of Ireland’s first eco -
(powered by renewal energy) distilleries and will complimented by
“The Old Mill Shop and Café” directly across the road which will be
renovated and open in mid-summer this year.

The distillery and bespoke visitor centre, estimated €7 million
worth of investment, is to open in late 2022 but the McAllisters
have been in the whiskey business in Antrim in the mid 1700s and
have been sourcing and blending Irish batch Whiskies and Gins
for a number of years — especially for the Asian emerging markets.
Clan Colla was one of the first brands produced by the family in the
1700s and this will be the name of the first source- release.

“This is a hugely exciting opportunity for me to help deliver over
70 indirect jobs and some 15 direct jobs over 3 years to my home
village in a sustainable and rooted way. | will be responsible for
telling people our story, explaining the products we will be making,
the sustainable processes behind it and indeed the original history
of the Mill complex before
its new role” she states.

Sheisgenuinelymarvelling &
at how in her late 20s and

in the early stages of her

professional marketing ¥
career she finds herself |
back in the west of Ireland
and pursuing a dream
job. “This just proves .
that with broadband,

.......... '.I-.'.".-x......... s

Distillery Hallmark
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MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS LEAD 3 BY COLM CROFFY

v Michelle and Gareth Mc Allister -
Proprietors

modern communications and creative enterprise my generation
can dream of living in the countryside without a lengthy commute,
horrific accommodation costs and a better quality of living-with
clean air, great amenities and the bigger cities within easy reach”
Alison expounds.

Her first marketing campaign is the new cask programmes which
have become very popular with families, groups of friends, clubs
or companies. Obviously it’s a great investment but It’s also a very
special way of marking a milestone or celebrating an occasion.

This Founders Cask Programme is quite unique in that it's
customizable. The client chooses the spirit, the wood and the finish.
“It really is your whiskey, made by you. You can be as involved in
the process as you want to be. There are benefits including tours,
discounts, a founders event and more but | think what makes this
programme particularly special is that by purchasing a cask you
become a Founder Member of the Ahascragh Distillery and you
get to own a little piece of Irish whiskey history” explains Alison.

Asked to what her appointment and the project signals for rural
villages she is of the opinion that post pandemic many couples and
professionals will be looking out for lifestyle changes and that East

Architect’s Impression of New Distillery and Visitors Centre, Ahascragh

Galway / South Roscommon will have advantages.

“Covid is forcing us all to look differently on what is around
us, and we are so ingrained in where we live, if our villages and
towns can have appealing cultural, leisure, amenity, food, health
and educational facilities with decent broadband and affordable
housing - the trickle could become a stampede” enthuses the daily
runner and regular open swimmer - although she does admit it
may be less of Salthill dipping and more Bunowen bathing on the
Clonbrock estate this summer!

In describing what future success might look like she is keen to
stress the importance of the project being ingrained locally and
working with the suppliers, the growers, the craftspeople, the
community and surrounds in a sustainable way.

“l hope to help establish a new lease of life for the Mill, the visitor
centre, the village in a modern and environmentally sensitive way —
we will not have Cliffs of Moher bus loads here, we will have quality
small holistic visitor experiences that will reflect the ambiance and
positives of Ahascragh and our pastoral setting for domestic and
international culturally curious”, said Alison.

Further details on the distillery: www. mcallisterdistillers.com

Paddy; I P AWV

AUCTIONEERS © VALUERS © ESTATE AGENTS
www.ballinasloeproperties.com

Specialists in:-

b Property Sales & Valuations

b Property Transfer Valuations

b Probate and Tax Valuations

b Farm Retirement and Land Leases

b Property Rental and Management
Contemplating Selling?

Our Location Could Sell Your Location

Awarding Member Association

Main Street, Ballinasloe
Tel: 090 96 42339 / 087 260 9310
Email: paddykeane@eircom.net
www.paddykeane.com

FOR PERIOD OF LEVEL 5, WORKING BY APPOINTMENT BEHIND CLOSED DOORS OR PHONE/EMAIL CONTACT.

Houses & Lands urgently 0 daft.ie
Required for Genuine Clients. p av

Institute of Professional
Auctioneers & Valuers
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SPRING PHOTO COMPETITION

Be in with a chance of

- E‘lﬂ'lhll;ﬂ-l:'

o winning a €100 )
O ShopBalinasloe.ie g _
voucher by simply sharing {*5€ ==
your colourful Cam

photos of Ballinasloe

Since the launch of the Ballinasloe Town Team Instagram page we have
noticed our followers posting beautiful pictures of Ballinasloe as they
enjoy the outdoors on their walks, cycles etc.

We love to see this, as it is the very ethos of the Town Team-promoting
our community as a great place to live, work and visit. We have so much
going for us a Town and community and sometimes we all need to be
reminded of this.

We have decided to launch a photo competition-we would encourage
peopletopopontoInstagramandfollow our page;ballinasloetownteam.
Post your great photos of Ballinasloe and tag us in your post.

Deadline for entries is the 10th May 2021. The Town Team will pick our
favourite 5 photos. These top 5 will be posted on Town Team Insta and
Ballinasole Life social platforms for a public vote. The most liked and
shared photo will win.

Winner announced on June/July edition of Ballinasloe Life Magazine.

WASTE TRANSFER DECISION SOON

OUR RETAIL ESSENTIAL WORKERS

There are over 400 workers in Ballinasloe classed
as essential retail during this Pandemic. One such
worker is James Caulfield, a 61-year-old native from
Creagh, entering his third decade in Grocery Retail,
in along varied working career.

Technology has evolved since James started out |
at Haslam & Mahon’s in Main Street, aged 12 and
grocery retail has certainly come a long way since
rashers were sliced to order.

James remembers: “We used to call him Horace
Jenkins, the Manager, but he ran it himself along with his wife. You'd do
deliveries to your customers by bike with your box of messages on the
front.” James remains nostalgic of Haslam'’s, but is amazed at how retail
has progressed through changes to technology over the years.

A visit to the shops is great for mental health and wellbeing during
lockdown, it has allowed customers a quick physical hello should
they meet loved ones. For so many of us - often a few pleasant
words exchanged with our cashier or sales assistant is as much social
engagement that we have outside of family in the week!

James, who currently holds a senior position with a leading multiple
chain exclaims: “I am very proud to be of essential service to the local
community of Ballinasloe in these tough times. Sooner rather than later
we will be coming out of this pandemic, and | hope that | along with
my customers will be able to move onto the new norm and | hope to
accommodate them in every way possible.”

{ BY JACK TREACY

A final decision on the Waste Transfer Licence will be made
by Galway County Council by The Environment Section in
mid-April. Hundreds of submissions were made even during
lockdown. Families, clubs, community groups, businesses -

everyone had their say on the future for the town.

Over the past number of months, many people have been out enjoying
the walks within the 5k through bogland areas along by the bog roads
through Poolboy/Kellysgrove and along the Grand Canal during this
tough time of Covid-19 Lockdown.

With no official public park in Ballinasloe, this is amazing natural
resource full of beauty and biodiversity — has really been rediscovered
and has to be protected for future generations

PRO and Co-Founder Senator Aisling Dolan again praised those
involved: “Thank you from all on our Committee to all our Volunteers

SALITIONS e

DEPARCMENT STORE

BOOKS

Ballinasloe Says No Committee

and again to all who have supported our fundraisers over the past
number of years. It is thanks to the people of Ballinasloe that we have
been able to fight this battle and it will continue”.

All notified parties to the decision will have the right to appeal .Contact:
Aisling Dolan for further queries (086) 369 0719

GIFTS

Wy

New online store open
click and collect
service available

_

see our facebook page for all new products ,offers etc:
facebook.com/SalmonsDepartmentStore.

MAIN STREET, BALLINASLOE, CO. GALWAY.

Tel: 090 9642120 Email: info@salmonstore.ie

Findus on @

www.salmonsonlinestore.com
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CU HOLDS FIRST VIRTUAL AGM

{1 BY JACK TREACY

Given the unprecedented year in terms of the changes that
the pandemic has wreaked, the Virtual AGM, was a first for
Ballinasloe Credit Union. Members were invited to register
to attend the meeting online where a comprehensive

review of the financial year was reported.

Strong attendance from the membership was evident and
attendees were advised they are members of a strong Credit Union
with assets of €129 million. Income for the financial year was €3.6m
from which a surplus of just under €1m was generated. The Gross
loans to total assets ratio of 32%, is one of the strongest among
peer Credit Unions in Ireland - those with total assets of over €100
million.

Chairperson, Marian Brady, advised that the Credit Union will soon
be offering both Home Mortgages and a Current Account with
Debit Card, from May 2021.

Speaking at the AGM, Marian explained that “Every day, we're
taking enquiries from members who want to do more and more
of their financial services business with their Credit Union. We're
delighted that we’ll shortly be offering a full-service current
account, with a debit card and a competitive mortgage product.”
It was also reported at the meeting that a project to complete
internal renovations to the Credit Union Building on Main Street
had begun. The refurbishment will allow the Credit union to
provide members with a modern, safe and welcoming space within
which to conduct their business. During the year, further digital
enhancements to members online services are planned with the
introduction of remote member onboarding and full end to end
loan application including digital signature capability so that the
credit union can continue to provide services both in branch and
online that will make a positive difference in members lives.
Speaking at the meeting, CEO Grainne Murphy, acknowledged that
while the Credit Union was looking forward to the introduction
of these new products and services it is important to remind the
public that throughout the pandemic, credit unions have remained
on hand to support members during a very challenging and
uncertain time. “We are here to support our members and the local
economy and remind members that BCU is lending. She went on
to add “In the wake of the recent commentary about the closure of
bank branches, our message to our local community is very clear.

Weare heretostay. =
We're committed
to playing our part

in supporting the
people within our

local community
by providing
an exemplary,

personalised ..... B S
service to our
members whether
they choose to
conduct that
business online or in branch. We will continue, as ever, to put the
needs of our members at the heart of everything that we do. We
also understand the importance of supporting our community
and this has always been practically demonstrated through our
donations to, and sponsorship of, a wide range of community
groups. This strong commitment to supporting organisations and
initiatives that benefit the local community is also dependent on
members continuing to borrow from the Credit Union”, states
Grainne.

They continue to offer loans to existing members, members not
have seen for a while and of course those in the local community
who have yet to become members and may be new to the idea of
the credit union. So call in, go online or contact them today and
enquire because they’re lending!.

Prior to the election of the Board of Directors and oversight
committee, retiring Board members Mike O'Reilly, Michael
McKeown, John Doolan and retiring BOC member Sinead Manning
were thanked for their endeavours. Re-elected Adrian Ahern,
John Coughlan, Mary Feeney with new directors Brian King, David
Gallagher and Sean Madden.

The 2021 Board is completed by Mary Coughlan, Patricia Tierney
Seamus Kelly, Sean Kelly & Marian Brady who was also re-elected
as Chairperson. Aidan Clifford joins Elaine Bannerton and Edward
Kelly on the Board oversight committee.

Ballinasloe Credit Union is open for business Monday - Friday 9.30
- 5.30 & Sat 9.30 - 4.30. Tel 0909643179 or visit the website www.
ballinasloecreditunion.ie

Card for the first time in Ballinasloe with Martina
Reynolds

\,\JYZ@E@
@ %%MRSIHG Home@
Valentine’s

Blind Date
with Cilla Black

i

Kilconnell, Ballinasloe ¢ Person in Charge Nora Ryan ¢« T: 090 9686890
ballinderrynursinghome@gmail.com ¢ www.ballinderrynursinghome.com

,

“Dedicated to what we do”

St. Patrick’s
Day
Celebrations

COMMUNITY 17



UPSKILLING THROUGH GRETB 3 BY JACK TREACY

Ballinasloe’s unemployment levels have
been rising reaching over 1,100 (1,123)
with many availing of the Government’s
PUP Scheme but perhaps now is a good
time to try to re-enter the workforce by
completing a course with Galway and
Roscommon Education and Training
Board (G.R.E.T.B).

Funded by SOLAS, education is provided in an
environment that encourages you to explore
many different sectors with online courses, full-
time courses and evening courses all available.
Operating since 2013 from the old Vocational School premises
on Sarsfield Road with The Ballinasloe College Further Education
(BCFE) they are committed to the learner for access to employment
opportunities in the future by developing your skills to compete in
the employment market.

Training courses in IT Support Specialist, Beauty Therapy, Cleanroom
Operator and Pharmacy Retail Sales all deliver substantial work
placements opening doors to a career in these industries. Driving
courses covering: Bus/Mini Bus Driving, Heavy Goods Vehicles
Rigid/Articulate, Employment Skills (Forklift, Safe-pass and Manual
Handling) and Delivery Driver, are also offered. 2021 sees the launch
of the RSA Approved Driving Instructor Course.

For those looking for a more hands-on career, GRETB has fully
equipped workshops for Carpentry and Joinery, Plumbing,
Electrical, Motor Mechanic and Metal Fabrication for Apprenticeship
delivery and Computer-Aided-Design (CAD)/Computer-Numerical-
Control (CNC) and Welding. Their Apprenticeship programmes are
administered through the Training Centre. The Apprenticeship
Programmes vary from two years to four years in duration and range
from Quality and Qualifications Ireland level five to level nine. As well
as the traditional trades there are Apprenticeships in Auctioneering,
Manufacturing, Software Developer, Accounting Technician,
Insurance Practitioner and many more. New apprentices on the
Arboriculture Apprenticeship and Craft Butchery Apprenticeship
are now being rolled out.

For those wary of social interaction during these Pandemic Times,
the organisation have a variety of online courses available including:

Difig Fiontair Aitiuil
Local Enterprise Office
Gaillimh

Brexit « Pre-Start « Start « Grow

If you want free expert advice on your business idea, mentoring on a specific aspect of
an existing small business, and access to a range of financial supports to help grow your
business, Local Enterprise Office Galway is your First Stop Shop. From social media
and business management to development programmes, your experienced local

enterprise team can point you in the right direction.

We're #MakingltHappen
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Lynne Keery Along
Students in Healthcare, Childcare and Business 2018

Modern and state of the art
Carpentry Facilities in Galway

International Computer Driving License (ICDL), Payroll, Computing
Technology Industry Association Fundamentals and Door Security
and Guarding Skills. As part of the response to Covid-19 the
institution also offers the Infection Prevention and Control Course.
Under the Government-funded ‘Skills to Advance’ initiative, which
allows employers to avail of highly beneficial and fully funded
training to benefit their organisation, whether it’s to improve their
employee’s skill levels, respond to the changing nature of business
or take advantage of emerging opportunities. Upskilling staff is
central to delivering long term sustainable growth and also essential
to coping and adapting to the rapid change experienced in the past
year.

Courses available under this initiative include: Payroll (Manual and
Computerised), Supervisory Management, Customer Service in
Industry, Digital Marketing and Human Resources.

Full-time course hours are 8:30 am to 3:30 pm Monday-Thursday
and finishing at 12:30 pm on Fridays. GRETB offers flexible training
including evenings beginning between 18:30 pm to 19:00 pm and
Saturday courses take place at 20:00 pm in areas such as Door
Guarding Security, IT, Manufacturing, Training & Development,
Engineering and Welding.

All courses are certified, and accredited by national and
internationally recognised examining and professional bodies with
all courses running subject to the currentgovernment guidelinesand
Covid-19restrictions. Apply for courses on www.gretbtrainingcentre.
ie or phone (091) 706 200 for further information. You can message
GRETB on Facebook: www.facebook.com/gretbtrainingcentre or
follow them on Twitter: www.twitter.com/gretb1

Local Enterprise Office Galway
Aras an Chontae, Prospect Hill, Galway
info@leo.galwaycoco.ie + 091-509090

fIoEdin
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Visit www.localenterprise.ie/Galway to see our full range of supports




SOCIAL SERVICES TEAM STILL SERVING

A BY JACK TREACY

One year has passed since Ballinasloe Social Service’s (BSS)
Daycentre closed due to Covid-19. A terrible blow to the older
people who attended regularly and also to the volunteers

and staff who worked with the care providers.

Initially, it was thought that the closure would last for about 6
weeks, but this was unfortunately false! The Daycentre provided a
home away from the typical home environment for older citizens in
the community, facilitating them to live independently in their own
homes within the wider community and to provide a little respite
for the carer. This cohort is very susceptible to disease so they have
had no choice but to remain closed since March 2020.

The Team however have been kept busy over the past year,
upgrading their utility and storage areas, after being awarded
a grant from Galway County Council. Other facilities such as the
kitchen has been refurbished with a grant from St. Vincent de Paul
providing a fabulous kitchen area for when the Daycentre re-opens.
They also are looking forward to having a new bus to collect their
elderly clients upon re-open, thanks to agrant from the Department
of Rural and Community Development’s Clar programme.

Meals on Wheels has continued to operate during the entire year,
ensuring that older people and anyone recovering from illness can
avail of nutritious homemade soup and a main course, delivered to
their home with a smile and some friendly words while abiding by
all Public Health Guidelines. A recent contribution has also been
made by St. Michael’s Folk Group for their fantastic donation of
€1,850 towards Meals on Wheels. Gratitude has also been expressed
to Galway County Council, Galway
Rural Development and Community
Foundation of Ireland for their grants
allowing for upgrades and adaptations
through the year.

The Childcare Pre-School and TLC
operated under Public Health guidelines
during the past year. During times of _
forced closure, families were offered
an opportunity to access a toy library, |
using the equipment within the centre, |
which addressed the developmental and
specific needs of each child.

From January, a scaled-down pre-school
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LET’S TALK

*Business users only. Ford Lease is provided by Merrion Fleet Management A94 XA72
trading as Ford Lease. Model for illustrative purposes only. Prices exclude VAT. Goods
remain property of the owner. At participating dealers only. Terms and Conditions apply.

ATHLONE ROAD, BALLINASLOE, CO. GALWAY.
sales@fredkilmartinltd.ie - www.fredkilmartinltd.ie

Art on Display

programme has been offered but as restrictions lifted they have
now re-opened fully in line with Public Health regulations. Galway
Rural Development grant aided the replenishing of toys used for
the toy library. The Department of Children also stepped in some
grants to prepare for re-opening and to build a shelter for outdoor
play.

Social Services have been doing everything possible to keep in
touch with everyone. Staff have regular phone conversations with
clients, carrying out home visits that adhere within Public Health
guidelines, corresponding through the post and sending birthday
cards and lottery tickets to anyone who is celebrating their birthday.
A mass was also said for all involved in Social Services.

Art Teacher Lily Kelly has continued to deliver online art classes to
participants with deliveries of art supplies being funded by Galway
Roscommon Education & Training Board (GRETB). At Christmas,
homemade cakes and pots of jam were supplied to all clients,
which were made by staff members and board members. Staple
food items were also delivered at this time and currently another
delivery is being made for Easter.

“We wish to express our immense gratitude to every person and
organisation who has supported us in the past year, which has been
difficult for everyone. With the advent of the vaccine programme,
we look forward to opening our Daycentre’s doors in the not too
distant future and greeting everyone back to our home away from
home environment. Until then, stay safe!” states Therese Coughlan
Manager.

Meals on Wheels Deliveries

HASSLE-FREE
LEASING

FORD TRANSIT
CUSTOM
FROM €285
PER MONTH*

Over 60 Years Serving Motorisis

P: 090 963 0800
Micheal: 087 133 5921
John: 087 416 5623
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KILLIMOR’S NEW DATA HUB UP AND RUNNING! 1BYJACKTREACY

Killimor Data Hub is a new community facility based
in the old national school just off the main street in
Killimor. Works on the facilities began last September
and finished in December and since then they have
been inundated with many companies, business
people and organisations already making use of their
excellent services and with affordable prices, it is the
perfect place to set up a remote office.

The very active Recreation and Fitness group
led by Chair Fr. Ciaran Kitching, identified a
. need for remote working opportunities in the
| Community. Theideawas putinto motion and
. funding was secured of €25,000 under the
. Towns and Villages accelerator programme.

With five individual work stations plus high-
speed fibre broadband connection and
associated services including a kitchenette
and dining area available for short term or
long term rent, the facilities are very modern.

A conference room is also available to rent,
usable for one to one or group interactions.
Each workstation measures approximately
40 square feet and the conference room
measures approximately 400 square feet. An additional room
measuring 140 square feet is also available for rent within the
complex.

Jimmy McClearn PRO
of the Data Hub

The five individual workspaces are designed for individual use but
Covid-19 restrictions means tailoring of area specific needs.

Renting of their facilities is available from as little as €10 per day
with a package deal of €40 for five days. This covers everything
within the Centre.

Upon registration, each user obtains an access code to the building
allowing for time flexibility and once-off arrangements can be
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WE ARE OPEN FOR DELIVERY

AND TAKE AWAY.

20 COMMUNITY

MONDAY

Closed

made with committee members. Use of the
facilities on bank holidays or the weekend
normal day rates apply.

The hard working committee behind the
new development are: Chairperson Fr.
Ciaran Kitching, Secretary Marie Power,
Treasurer Marina Moran, PRO Jimmy
McClearn; Sean Treacy, Caroline Hardman,
Noeleen Reilly, Michael Winters, Padraig
Burns and Thomas Porter.

In 2013 the not for profit community group
took out a 35-year lease on the Old National
School. Plans were put in place and using a
number of massive fundraisers and grants
from various Government Departments
they developed an Astroturf pitch and a walking/running track.
After purchasing adjoining land it was possible to install a state
of the art Children’s Playground, also converting three classrooms
into a community Gymnasium and provided showers, Toilets,
Changing Rooms.

Marie Porter Secretary
Kilimor Data Hub

The project had two Classrooms and Ancillary rooms in the Old
National School available for the community hub. To date grants
and fundraisers have reached approximately €600,000.

To get in touch with the Data Hub please contact Jimmy McClearn
(087) 254 8723, Marie Porter (086) 1706726 or Marina Moran (086)
826 1559.

Killimor Data Hub Work Stations

VENEZIA )

A\ RISTORANTE ITALIANO
Dunlo Street, Ballinasloe. E: venezia.restaurant@mail.com T: 090 964 6483

SUNDAY

04.00 pm - 09.00 pm

TUESDAY to SATURDAY
4.00 pm - 9.30 pm




COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS FINISH GRAVEYARD PROJECT

{1 BY JACK TREACY

Creagh Community Council announced recently
that it is bringing to an end over twenty years’
involvement in the maintenance and upkeep of
Creagh Cemetery.

In 2000 the late council member, Kilgarve’s Tom Ward and
a loyal-group of fellow-workers refurbished the North
Graveyard as a Centenary Year project. The work involved the
removal of decayed trees, a lot of overgrown foliage and the
restoration of the ruins of two churches. This graveyard was
fully refurbished in 2013 when fallen headstones were re- [
erected and subsided graves were fully restored.

The same year saw the refurbishment of the other graveyards
by Creagh Community Council, the installing of a crucifixand a
display unit at the main entrance, which contains and map and
short history of the cemetery.

Over the past eight years local volunteer community members
maintained the five graveyards and ensured they were in top
shape. Creagh Cemetery has a rich history stretching back over
eight hundred years and was visited pre-Covid 19 by many over-
seas and local people annually.

The Council worked with some small upkeep grants from Galway
County Council and in latter years collected subscriptions from
families who have plots and graves there, to cover maintenance
costs of plant, mowers, strimmers, fuel,
sprays and landscaping materials. In
the early years operatives from various
community employment schemes were
engaged.

“Effectively from April to late October
there has been a weekly dedicated
crew of volunteers who cut grass, and
maintained the upkeep of the communal
areas and indeed many historic plots”
explained Chair John Molloy.

Despite inferences that there had been a
fall off in donations, insurance problems
or new regulations from the Local
Authority, John is keen to stress that
there was huge continuous local support
from families with subscriptions and
donations. “l can assure you that people
were posting donations for last year and
this year to us during the lockdowns and

i

Donated Cross overlooking Church

Creagh Graveyard

we have always been hugely grateful for their strong support for
our costs of equipment and insurance but - the site is getting
bigger and busier and we have decided that we have to focus our
energies on other neighbourhood projects” states John.

In announcing its decision to hand over the maintenance of the
cemeterytotheBallinasloe Municipal CouncilandtheParish Council,
they believe the time was now right for Creagh Community Council
to concentrate on other needy projects in the community such as
keeping the environs clean and green and encouraging everyonein
the community to do their part in making Creagh environmentally
friendly.

“We hope that after two decades
of volunteer effort; the appropriate
authorities will not allow any
deterioration of the cemetery to take
place and showing respect to those
interred therein” stated John.

“On behalf of all who have an interest in
the cemeteries in Creagh | wish to express
our gratitude to Creagh Community
Council and helpers for the great volume
of work that has carried out in the
cemeteries over the past eight years.
Volunteers have given most generously
of their time, energy, and resources
over that time span and the fruit of their
labours has been plain for all to see. We
now need to continue to maintain the
standards they have set and if you have
ideas or suggestions in this regard please
. make contact” stated Fr John Garvey.

BREDA AND THE WILD GEEZE 1 BY JACK TREACY

The Wild Geeze are an Irish LGBTQ comedy duo
producing a podcast named Good Grief.

Starring Breda Larkin
from  Ballinasloe and
Laura Lavelle, the Podcast
focuses on loss and trauma
and thanks to the pair’s
morbid humour and
natural ability to entertain
has seen the podcast gain
an overwhelming reaction
with a large number of
regular downloads. The
comedic duo have felt that
they truly are striking a

Breda Larkin and Laura Lavelle

unique chord with their audience and hope that it aids those who
are struggling.

“We have created the podcast we wished existed when we were
going through the height of our grief. To hear from our listeners
that the podcast is bringing them huge comfort and learning on
their own grief, is hugely gratifying” states Brenda.

Breda has also gone further with “10-10-20 The Land on Drugs”
hosting another successful webinar on March 18 in conjunction
with Talamh Beo. This original and thought-provoking yet light-
hearted look at synthetic fertiliser and its effects has Breda is at
the forefront trying to change the course of agriculture.

Check out the Wild Geeze Podcast on Spotify at

https://open.spotify.com/
show/3khfGYfYflsMzCsX6UCCOf?si=5ITS6RfQSlasi_UQQFQCXg
watch for updates on The Land On Drugs on www.talamhbeo.ie
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BOC SUPPORTING COMMUNITY SMILES!

1 BY JACK TREACY

Brothers of Charity (BOC) services based in Ballinasloe
have been kept busy the last few months working on
numerous community projects to bring a smile to those

who need it the most.

One of these projects was with Kiltormer Nursing Home where
they have teamed up to craft window boxes, birdhouses, indoor
plant displays and St Patrick’s Day cards from scratch, for the
residents of the nursing home, in particular for their window visits
on St Patrick’s day.

The main aim was to involve the people supported by the projects,
giving to those involved a sense of purpose and being able to
contribute to their local community during this pandemic.

The window boxes and birdhouses were made in the Viewpoint
Resource Centre. They were then planted by a group of people
supported by BOC in CARO and CROI services. The ladies in The
Oaks residential house created beautiful house plants displays for
those in the nursing home who may not be mobile so they could
have something beautiful by their beds. The St Patrick’s Day cards
were made by the Resource Centre and CARO day services. All were
delivered to Kiltormer Nursing Home activity Coordinator Claire
Kearney in time.

The Group have been kept active recently getting involved in the
campaign to propose the Greenway routes one or three through
the town. Getting out and remaining active is key to healthy living
and Karen Breen and Darragh Flynn were at the forefront of that

Darragh Flynn Bird House and
Flower Box Delivery
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keen to let their community know how essential it was to get their
submissions in before the deadline, filming a video showcasing
their enthusiasm.

Viewpoint has also involved itself in Ballinasloe Town AFC 70 Miles
for 70 Years Challenge with Patrick Staunton continuously raising
money and getting out walking. A die-hard Liverpool fan, Patrick
has been well equipped with the challenge, getting out in the dire
weather to complete his challenge. Patrick has had his progress
noted on the Accessibility Facebook page throughout last month.
For the next few months, BOC Galway will continue to link in with
the people who use social services and other residents in local
nursing homes to try and bring some sunshine to their day via a
window box or a call with a song.

Those who attend the services want to be involved in projects
that support the local area during this time as they have the time
and energy to give especially to those who are feeling lonely.
People with disabilities were once seen as a vulnerable group in
society and with a want to change perceptions. Many in the service
contribute to their local call and have done so over the past year
through working with other groups such as Accessibility Ballinasloe
distributing care packs to those with disabilities at home and local
nursing homes and fundraising for local charities.

Any ideas you think might suit or if you would like further
information please contact Deborah Gill, Social Care Leader, on
(090) 964 3405 or email them at viewpoint@bocsi.ie

“"Noelle and Blathanald Arranglng
the Flower Boxes

Claire Kennedy Kiltormer
Nursing Home

Approved stockists of CALOR
fittings and accessories

ﬂ Summer time opening hours Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm.
T: 090 96 43638 M: 086 8629387 HOBSONS LANE, BALLINASLOE




A STORY OF PEARLS

Pearls are loved and valued by ladies everywhere - the
symbol of purity and happiness in every corner of the
world.

Lore has it that it’s 5,000
to 6,000 years since they
were found in the Red Sea.
It is also believed they were
gifted to Chinese Royalty as
early as 2300 BC, of course,
this carried with it a status of
wisdom and respect for the
receiver. Pearls being from
the sea are believed to offer
the wearer protection and
well as luck.

Some of the best-known
varieties are: Natural Pearls,
Cultured Pearls, Fresh Water Pearls. The Natural Pearl arrives as
a result of a parasite that works its way into an oyster, and the
shellfish uses a fluid to coat the visitor.

String of Pearls

Thefluidis nacre and itis layered many times over the parasite, until
the lustrous Natural Pearl is formed, taking between two to four
years at least. The result of a pearl’s shape and size depends on the
rate of the nacre. It is believed that the natural pearl is very difficult

INVOLVE - STILL THERE FOR Y
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to find as approximately
only one in every ten to
twelve thousand oysters
will produce one fully
natural pearl. This can be
the reason that Natural
Pearls are so expensive;
and difficult to find at a fair and reasonable price.

Pearls and Pearl Jewellery are timeless and can be passed down
from generation to generation. If cared for they will never lose
their beauty. They must be cleaned and restrung regularly. The
suggestion is every three to five years to have them checked with a
Jeweller. They will probably only need cleaning at this stage.

A pearl is a “living” organism making it absorbent, so external
factors can influence its condition and colour such as oil from the
skin, makeup, perfume and tan lotions. If well-looked after, pearls
can stay in families for generations with no end to their life and
their beaut

Cahalan Jewellers (090) 964 2513

Follow their Facebook: www.facebook.com/cahalanjewellers
Email: cahalanjewellers@eircom.net

Website: cahalanjewellers.ie
Find them on shopballinasloe.ie

{ BY JACK TREACY

Involve Youth Service Ballinasloe (IYSB), located on
Dunlo Street, provides youth-led programmes and
activities two days per week to their target group of
young people aged from 10-24.

The group, focuses specifically on members of the Traveller
Community with a look of providing equal opportunity.
Programmes are delivered through a variety of methodologies
ensuring equal opportunities and all capabilities are addressed.

Involve Ballinasloe has a team of five staff including: Service Co-
Ordinator, Youth Worker, CE participants and volunteers. The
service operates 14 hours per week and provides programmes that
promote youth development, empowerment, increased confidence
and knowledge and support integration within mainstream
services and wider society.

Pandemic has led to the temporary closure. This created a huge
challenge to the service and left almost 80 young people without
access to a youth project, which has been a consistent support
service in their lives on a weekly basis. Their new aim was to develop
an engagement strategy to establish methods of communication
and interaction with existing youth members and all young people
who required support during the lockdown and in full adherence
to guidelines.

The brainstorming began and included collaboration between
the Involve Team, young people, their families and other relevant
services. This led to two main methods of engagement: Online
Support and Activity Pack delivery. This ensured consistent
communication and the opportunity for support and to check-in
while they are delivering the packs.

Since March 2020 Involve, with the financial support of local
organisations and TD Claire Kerrane, have prepared and delivered
over 400 activity and wellbeing packs to young people and their
families in town.

Support is available five days per week and six online programmes
are delivered weekly.

Senior members who took part in a four-day Mental Health and
Wellbeing Residential programmein July and have since established

L-R;: John Cawley (CE Participant), Karen
Campbell (Youth Worker), April Costello
(Involve Youth Service Galway Co-Ordinator),
Pamela Fallon (Volunteer)

....... Niia Nadéhton 5 5
Pancake Tuesda

a support group for the younger generation’s mental health.

A senior action group has been formed and meet every eight weeks
to discuss challenges and opportunities. Junior groups within the
association are part of the Junior Jury Book Club in collaboration
with Children’s Books Ireland. A scheme labelled ‘Borrow A Laptop’
offers to members, ensuring online programmes are accessible to
all young people.

The Team are really appreciative to their members that gave full
effort continuously throughout these unusual times

For further information please contact 1IYSB Co-Ordinator April
Costello 083 1798774 or Involveballinasloel@gmail.com

Zoe Ward and Karen Campbell Delivering Action Packs
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CYCLEWAY MOBILISES HUGE SUPPORT 3 BY JACK TREACY

There have been over 11,0000 submissions from young and  to transform communities just like the

old all over Galway in the routes proposed for the Galway to ~ railway did during the Great Famine.”
Athlone Cycleway. Claire Kerrane T.D., with her new offices

The community showed phenomenal support for the campaign n B”dge. iy HEECE MUD (B & il IBSAH.I?NE\SOLEJ
with many businesses, residents, clubs and societies showing their °p,p°rtum.t 7 112 Fhe town, .f°':, L on the Athlone-Galway Greenway
preferences for Green Route number one and Blue Route number SCIEE RS tour|§m FrizmiEl .
three; creating videos showcasing the heritage, history, culture Ui ey [ [ mew © sl
; creating asing 9e 7 Y Liaison Officers (PLO’s) in place to meet face
and stunning scenery of the hinterland and spreading the word to . A
to face with landowners and will finalise
ensure that the Greenway comes through town. upon meeting all landowners. particularl
Original Campaigners Antoinette Beegan Gallagher and Alan d::;ficultin Ioc?(down The timeI’inpe forafina);
Harney (whose advocacy got the Greenway Office to be located in . L .
town) and their colleagues across a patchwork of interests should el dgcmon [slantisipatediinlom202(:
feel verv encouraaed by the civic bride and supbort shown. For questions, please do contact the Galway to Athlone Cycleway
verye 9 ythe P pp Project Team based in Ballinasloe at (091) 509 267 or on www.
Their original fbook campaign site attracted over 2,000 followers )
and the Ballinasloe LIFE Video Project saw nearly 21,000 people SR e R g B
watch some 16 clips of beauty and encouragement. Many of
the Community Councils and development groups associated
with the different routes and key supporting businesses all got
behind the submissions. All of the schools were contacted and
many of the most endearing and passionate submissions were
made by school children, in their own handwriting, from some
of the National Schools.
Senator Aisling Dolan hosted two public consultation meetings
during the campaign - one for Green Route One and the other for
Blue Route Three. There were close to 100 people in attendance
for each night, showing the level of interest and enthusiasm for
routes through East Galway. Community Groups, Farmers, IFA
representatives, Local and National representatives all attended
to hear more and ask questions at these events.
Senator Dolan stated: “I truly believe this will be a gamechanger
for our region. Bringing safe places to walk and cycle for our
families as well as a boost and potential for off-farm income
with accommodation, food and craft industries - passing trade
which will keep our local pub and shop open. With innovative
possibilities for selling homemade wares, there are huge
opportunities for farmers and their families.”
TD’s also gave their Support for Routes One and Three and local
Clir Evelyn Parsons major part in promoting the support for the
routes.
Denis Naughten TD stated “This is a project which has the ability
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OFFICE OPENING NOTICE )
Our office is open but operating under Covid-19

{ime for

guidelines. Please call office or email to arrange
consultation.

Please contact for information and advice regarding:

*  Government supports

Business plans for reopening

Cashflow forecast for finance restructuring

Tax advice on Wage Subsidy Scheme

e Revenue issues arising due to Covid-19 crisis. Y,

Chartered
Accountants
Ireland

Monday - Saturday
9am - 5.30pm
Last Orders 5pm
Closed Sundays

Society St., Ballinasloe, Co. Galway, H53 FD35
090-9642995 | info@coyleco.ie | www.coyleco.ie
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PUBLIC FACILITIES NEEDED

{1 BY JACK TREACY

Clir. Evelyn Parsons pleaded at last month’s municipal
meeting for Galway County Council to upgrade
Ballinasloe’s public toilet and handwashing facilities.
Essentially to provide for the public’s growing outdoor
lifestyle and to support public health COVID advice.
There are no facilities reliably open for people to use
or wash their hands and this is set to remain the case as

worthwhile fundraisers, however some residents tell me they
would not use our public WCs in their current state. How can
we expect to safely accommodate our community’s reliance on
outdoor lifestyles let alone welcome cyclists, walkers and tourists?
We cannot afford basic public infrastructure to lag behind as
Ballinasloe needs to play a major role as the economic driver for
the wider East Galway area to attract business and job creation,”.

When society opens up and food is permitted to be served

outdoors, Cllr Parsons added “local businesses need to be in an
immediate position to attract outdoor diners, and those diners will
need proper accessible toilets and handwashing facilities.”

hospitality venues remain closed for extended periods.
Parsons said: “There’s a huge rise in running walking and cycling
activities in our town at present and many participating in

EGAN WINS $20 MILLION RACE

David Egan won the world’s richest horse race, the Saudi Cup, when he rode
Mishriff to victory in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The John Gosden trained colt, owned
by Prince Faisal, overcame the challenge of two American horses to gain victory in
the nine furlong race to win the $20 million race. Wearing number 11, Egan’s ride,
wearing the silks of Prince Faisal, was one of the fourteen starters in the world’s

richest horse race at the King Abdulaziz Racecourse.

The 21-year-old, who is son of John and Sandra Hughes (his mother is one of the famous Kildare-
based racing family), is also a grandson of Kieran and Eileen Egan, Birchgrove, Ballinasloe. He
followed in his father’s footsteps as a successful jockey in England who was also in Riyadh to cheer
on his son to victory.

Afterwards David said “It was just unbelievable to win this coveted trophy. Trainer John Gosden
had confidence in me to ride the horse that was runner-up last year. | want to thank all the people in
Kildare and Ballinasloe who encouraged me over the years to persevere in this sport that has taken
me to many parts of the world. But winning in Saudi Arabia is like a dream.”

Racing has been in David’s blood since he was born. His 52-year-old father, John, has ridden over
1,000 winners on the flat while his mother, Sandra, trained the winner of the 2015 Irish Grand
National, Thunder and Roses. His grandfather, Kieran, has been well known on the pony racing
circuit throughout Ireland for many years-a sport he introduced his son John to, at an early age.
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A BY KEN KELLY

se support
dvertjsefs

e VHIRE-SALES:
4 . SERVICE -

Poolhoy Ind. Est. Ballinasloe
T: 0909642888 E: saIes@domachlre com www.domachlre com

BALLINASLOE
COUN SELLING AND

During the pandemic
Frank is meeting clients
in his consultation room
in Church Hill through a

perspex screen. He can |
also meet by Zoom or

phone if clients prefer.

FRANK KENNEDY

M.SC. PSYCHOTHERAPY

Lawnmowers / Chainsaws /
Strimmers / Hedgtrimmers etc...

POWERWASHERS

ydl@s -

For an appointment call Frank
on 087 3623809 or email frank@bcap.ie

Church Hill, Ballinasloe | www.bcap.ie

Free local Delivery / cnlleclmn of equipment.
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DARCY SISTERS FUNDRAISING 3 BY KEN KELLY

Two Ballinasloe sisters, Amanda and Valerie Darcy ran a créche together for 25
~ years on the Creagh Road. Having taken early retirement in 2017, they were both
keen to do some good with their time. It was when they found a stock of balloons,
unused from their créche days, that a fundraising idea was born. They decided to
do a once off sale of these balloons for charity.

“We had never done outside” explained Amanda.

| anything like this before, e had no idea what to expect on that first day, we brought 28
and had no idea what we  },5)i00ns with us and set up outside the shop in Tuam - within 7

needed to do to get set ihutes we had sold out!

: up. We first of all chose , . . .
Amanda and Valerie Darcy the charity and put in a We couldn’t believe it, people just loved the balloons. After the

Fundraise For Crumlin call to Children’s Health succ'ess of that first (Elay we deqde?d to keep dqmg it. We love being
out in the community and meeting people, its great fun and we
are doing it for a great cause. It really is magic, the balloons sell
themselves” said Valerie.

Foundation Crumlin. We
spoke to one of the Communities Team who guided us on how
to start the process and get registered with them, along with
receiving a support letter for our fundraising. The team also sent ~ Since 2017 the sisters, who are daughters of Patsy and the late
us out some of their branded tops, posters and newsletter which ~ Dermot Darcy, have raised an amazing €20,020.68 for CHI at
helped us talk about where the funds help in CHI at Crumlin. They ~ Crumlin. This money supports the vital work happening at CHI at
also advised us that that we would need paperwork and permits ~ Crumlin each and every day.
to sell the balloons and so went to our local Garda station, they  Their work and generosity has been praised by the Dublin Hospital
were so helpful in sorting out permits for us. We then contacted  and said their fund-raising donation will greatly help many children
some shops to find out if they would allow us to sell the balloons in their care.

50 BED WARD GOES TO TENDER

—

Saolta has announced that the new 50-bed ward at Portiuncula
University Hospital has progressed to the next stage of development.
Contractor Selection had closed on March 25, and soon tenders will
be issued to the shortlisted panel. Enabling works are expected to be K i
completed by July with construction on course to begin in August.

The construction of the new unit will allow for higher admission into the hospital
and allow more patients to receive the care they need.

Denis Naughten stated: “The fact that Portiuncula hospital is down 10% of its beds at the moment due to COVID restrictions at a time
where there is unprecedented demand on the hospital and the last thing we need is further delays. It is imperative that this project is
given the priority it deserves within the HSE and that contractors are appointed as soon as possible.”

corrisxoil corriB@&deli
Shop Local Shop thtle, Shop Easy

Full Grocery Range, Corrib Deli Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Insomnia Coffee, Corrib Bakery Range

Call & Collect Service. Free Delivery of Groceries (T&C Apply)
Ph: 090 964 6054. Corrib QOil, Brackernagh, Ballinasloe, Co Galway
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Bord Oideachais agus Oiliuna
na Gaillimhe agus Ros Comdin

Galway and Roscommon
Education and Training Board

GRETB

Training Centre

GRETB Training Centre is the largest Training Centre in the
West of Ireland. The Training Centre is continually developing
new courses to meet the needs of our clients and the needs
of employers. We offer a wide range of courses in the
following areas:

IT, Engineering, CAD/CNC Milling and Turning,
Transport, Manufacturing/Cleanroom, Pharmacy
sales Assistant, Beauty Therapist Traineeship.

All of our courses are certified, and accredited by national
and internationally recognized examining and professional
bodies. To apply for any of our courses, visit
www.gretbtrainingcentre.ie or contact us on 091 706200
for further information. You can message us on Facebook or
follow us on Twitter.

Apprenticeship programmes for Galway and Roscommon are
administered through the Training Centre. An apprenticeship

is a programme of education and training which combines
learning in the workplace with learning in a training centre or
educational college. As well as the traditional trades such has
plumbing and electrical, we now offer new apprenticeships

in areas such as auctioneering, arboriculture, manufacturing,
finance, laboratory technician, accounting technician, insurance
practitioner and many more.

For further information on Apprenticeships,
visit www.apprenticeship.ie or call GRETB Services to
Business Team on 091 706200.

ONLINE COURSE

PAYROLL -

MANUAL AND COMPUTERISED

FUNDED TRAINING FOR EMPLOYEES THROUGH
THE SKILLS TO ADVANCE INITIATIVE

Galway and Roscommon Education and Training Board
(GRETB) are delighted to bring you this comprehensive
Pitman Training Payroll course, which provides a thorough
introduction to Payroll Principles in the Manual Section and
in the Computerised Section you create real life payroll
scenarios using Sage Micropay software, in addition to
learning about PAYE Modernisation. This course is fully
funded under the Skills to Advance Initiative for those in
employment. Topics covered include:

Payroll roles and responsibilities, Calculating
tax, Methods of Taxation, Understanding PRSI,
Protecting confidential data, Revenue Requests,
Processing new starters, Pension contributions

Reporting.

¢ Evening Online Learning two evenings per week

¢ eTutor Support

e Course duration is 8 weeks
¢ Pitman Training Certification

It is a requirement that you will have previously completed
a Level 4 Certification and will have good computer skills
with appropriate internet coverage.

Contact GRETB Skills to Advance Coordinator
Amanda.percy@gretb.ie or call 091 706276

* X x
*

*
*

www.fetchcourses.ie

* Kk

*
*

European Union
European Regional
Development Fund
Investing in your future

An Roinn Oideachais
agus Scileanna
Department of
Education and Skills

& IIdEp smmld
Prograr

Investment Fi
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CONTINUAL LOCAL

Lockdown living has seen more of us walking, running
and cycling around lanes and trails not normally
travelled and since the New Year the level of littering
and flytipping from the town centre out to the bogs
and burbs has increased hugely.

Eric Informs National school pupils gardening and recycling

So too has the public’s awareness of environment and some leading
community activists who are leading the fight back in reclaiming
our local from litter.

Eric Naughton a native of Newtown, Creagh, has been battling
the issue of illegal dumping for the last two years, sick of seeing
rubbish lining the streets and filling our bogs and decided to take
action against it. Whenever he has a spare hour or so before work
or in the evening Eric grabs his gloves, picker and bags, and he
would start filling up bags.

The 42-year-old horticulturalist focuses on working on the flower
beds around the municipality, trimming back shrubs and putting
down matting stone and final works as part of the day job with
Ballinasloe Training for Employment.

Due to current restrictions Eric, a keen member of the Tidy Towns
Association, has ventured out on his own making sure that the

work does not go undone clearing the hedges, lanes and the bogs
in the hinterlands. “"Covid has made this situation worse. Some
people do not have bins, other people... a lot of people just do not
care, they just throw their rubbish here, there and everywhere”
explains Eric.

There is always so much those at home can do to assist clean-up,
but the utmost important factor is awareness. Fly-tipping and
theft can be reported to the Gardai, local councillors and the Litter-
Warden, Seamus Goldrick.

“The good thing about Facebook and social media is that it is
making people aware, Littering is still as bad as it has been for
the last 20 years but now that social media is utilised people are
noticing it more which is the first step” states Seamus.

Eric has pleaded with the community and the Council for the
instalment of cameras around the town along with the installation
of more bins to encourage the locality from throwing their litter
everywhere.

More action is needed to be taken against fly-tipping. Councillor
Evelyn Parsons has also got involved calling the issue of dumping
“A pandemic in itself.” The Councillor warns: “lllegal dumpers,
fly-tippers and indiscriminate litterers beware - this behaviour
is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Time is coming to put
your own house and your waste contracts in order, or you will be
caught.”

At the Recycling Centre in Poolboy, it is possible to empty a car for
as little as €3.50 and a car with a trailer or a van can be emptied
for €5. On top of this Councillor Parsons has stated that the issue
of GDPR has been a real stumbling block in preventing illegal
dumping but the Government is working on a legislative bill that
will by-pass this issue.

The council is employing two new waste enforcement officers to
help in the efforts as well as pledging for personal residence and
businesses to in future have to present proof of waste disposal to
source the problem and target the offenders.

“l am very grateful to Eric for the huge community good he is
doing, there are others too, and, of course, our litter warden and

—

Tristane, Aughrim, Ballinasloe.

* Granite and Quartz Kitchen Worktops
* Bathrooms ® Bar Counters
* Reception Counters
® Hearth Stone for Under Stoves
* Headstones in all Colours and Sizes

¢ Additional Names Added

087 260 8055

E: tonydolphinn@gmail.com
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BIG CLEAN-UP 3 BY JACK TREACY

outdoor and environmental council staff.
I have it confirmed that the council is
employing two new waste enforcement
officers to also help in the efforts”, states
Cllr. Parsons.

Seamus Goldrick also commended
Eric: “The work that Eric has done is
phenomenal, it also shows the type
of material that is dumped. I'd say 50
percent of what goes to the landfills is |
fully recyclable.”

Dog fouling bag station bags have
recently been installed. They can be :
found in Ashfield Drive, Coral Leisure, The s —_— A
Fairgreen, Brackernagh, Poolboy,Outside thtethVarden _Seamus E
Z . ) c Goldrick

St Michaels and in Creagh. A large portion

of credit has been given to Litter warden

Seamus Goldrick: “We have erected many dog fouling signs and
doggy stations throughout the town containing bags to enable
those to pick it up. It has received a positive response.” Fines for
failure to pick up dog faeces can range from on the spot €150 fines
to €3,000.

For many, recycling is just throwing whatever plastics, papers
and glass into the recycling bin and waiting for the Binmen to
come to collect it every fortnight
but Eric has different plans for
his recyclables he has been able
to transform how he lives using |§
leftover glass and plastic. He re- 8
uses bottle caps to make a fantastic
set of blinds and encourages the
use of bottles as growing pots for
flowers and vegetables and also
as eco-bricks with the possibilities
endless.

In the next few months, Eric
hopes to be able to get back into

: Flower Beds Maintained by Eric, Outside Creagh Graveyard

schools to teach kids how they can
reuse their recyclables to prevent all this
unnecessary rubbish from going to the
landfills for incineration.

Eric had collected more than 32,000 cans
and bottles across last year, but this year
Eric has set sights on an even bigger
target of 100,000 cans and bottles. As of
writing Eric has collected 16,615 cans and
glass bottles which amazingly surpassing
the halfway mark of his last season tally !

“You think 100,000 is a lot but every week
you go back and there are more and
more, then when you go out of town to
the bogs it is never-ending. If you cannot
find a bin, please bring it home and put it
in your own bin”, he urges.

Eric Naughton

For those who would like to get involved in tackling illegal
dumping and to assist the effort to keep our community clean
An Taisce National Spring Clean resumes throughout the whole
month of April. Visit www.nationalspringclean.org to register your
group and An Taisce will send bags, pickers, gloves and high vis
vests covering all the gear you need to help.

Jl Councillor Evelyn Francis Parsons (IND) Assists
in Town Clean-Up

HUTCHINSON DAVIDSON

Solicitors

PRACTICE AREAS INCLUDE:

« Conveyancing

(Residential and Commercial)
+ Wills, Probate & Estate Planning

« Litigation, Personal Injury
& Accident Claims

o Family Law

« Criminal Defence
Landlord

& Tenant Law
Employment Law

TEL: + 353 (0) 90 96 42143 1AX: + 353 (0) 90 96 44077

Elaine Bannerton
B.A. LLB.

EMAIL: info@hutchinsondavidson.ie
Bridge Street, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway, Ireland. H53 XOPS.

www.hutchinsondavidsonsolicitors.ie
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TRAINING FOR EMPLOYMENT OPPS 3 BY JACK TREACY

Ballinasloe Training for Employment
(BTE) is a Community Employment
(CE) Scheme with a primary focus
on further training and upskilling
for those seeking to start or rejoin
the workforce.

Based in the Enterprise Centre in Creagh
and working with over 12 non-for-profit
community groups locally, the Scheme can
also facilitate those who want to enter a
completely different industry.

Once a part of the CE Project a placement
within the locality is organised. Those
looking for certain career choices are |
accommodated as much as possible in the
placement they are given, ensuring some
academic and practical upskilling. The |
person also feels achievement that when
their time on the project is finished, they
hopefully have helped the local group to
be in a better position. Sometimes the
person stays involved as a volunteer with

the group helping out in some way, post placement.

The average stay on the project is one to three years depending
on whether the person is completing a major award for over 55’s
and over 62’s different criteria apply. In a lot of cases, people leave
due to finding employment. In the past few years due to training,
the high quality of work experience offered most attendees are
finding good positions at the end of their programme.

Once on the project the person works with the supervisors to
update their CV, identify training, and look for part-time work. The
bonus of being on a Community Employment Project is that you
can work part-time outside your CE hours and earn extra money.
This helps the person financially and improves their CV and they
network with local employers. Local employers have been gracious
in taking on staff part-time and hiring others full time. This has

Ballinasloe Training for Employment Administritive
Offices at Ballinasloe Enterprise Centre

= the added benefit of keeping people
# working in their local area.

The weekly wage is set by the
Department of Social Protection and is
€225.50 minimum fora 19.5 hours week.
Other secondary entitlements such as
rent allowance and medical cards can
be held onto as well or assistance in
applying for secondary benefits they
may be entitled to. If the person has
qualifying children or dependants this
figure may rise. Hours can vary and
are flexible to allow people to work to
maximise the benefits of their time on
the project.

The organisation have been grateful
to obtain extra funding and support
to cover costs not covered by the
Department from local groups such as
Galway Rural Development, St Vincent
de Paul Education Fund, Galway
Roscommon Training Board, and
Ballinasloe Credit Union. Local training
providers are used where possible to support local and are grateful
to have such training providers as Dave Flynn and Associates,
Bridie Dolan and the College of Further Education amongst others.

“We would like to thank the Department of Social Protection
for their continued assistance and to all the local community
groups who support us and provide excellent high-quality work
experience for our participants. To all the local employers, business
people, groups that we network with and employ or refer the
people we are grateful to. It is fantastic to see so many local people
supporting local,” states Patricia Tierney, Assistant Supervisor.

Currently, several positionsarestilltobefilledinthe project working
with the various groups. If you would like more information on the
Community Employment Project contact- Billy Ward on (089) 233
5197 or Patricia Tierney on (087) 917 6541.

THIS, THAT AND THE OTHER... 3 BY KEVIN KAVANAGH

18-YEAR-OLD DARA COSTELLOE has joined the Academy
of Premier League side, Burnley, in the English football League. Son of
Grainne Cahill, formerly of Society St., Ballinasloe and husband David,
Dara was the youngest ever player to appear for Galway United when he
joined them at 15 years of age from Limerick junior club, Annacotty. Dara
made 17 appearances for the Galway Club since August 2018.

BALLINASLOE GOLF CLUB was one of the nine Galway Golf
Clubs to benefit from grants provided by Sports Ireland. They received
€24,900 of the €200,000 allocated in Covid grants from the club
resilience fund. The club has been closed to members for the past five
months and hopes are high that it will open in April

IN JULY 1846 a letter appeared in the “Western Star” newspaper
“complaining about men and boys bathing naked in the Grand Canal at
Poolboy on the Sabbath. The letter writer claimed that “ladies” aboard
the fly-boats (passenger vessels) were appalled at such a spectacle.”
The paper also reported that a month earlier a youth, named Denis
Doorley, had drowned in the River Suck.

JOE KILGANNON from Caltra, who has passed away, was a

former Garda Chief Superintendent of the old Roscommon-Galway East
Division. Born in 1939, he joined the force at the age of 20 and served in
Dublin, Athlone, Tuam, Galway etc.

THE JOHNSTON family, originally from Derrymullen, Ballinasloe
suffered a double bereavement when two of them passed away on the
one day. Anne (Moran) a former employee of John Wood & Co. in Main
Street, died in Liverpool while her older brother, Tony, passed away in
Kilkenny a few hours later. Both were predeceased by their parents
Tommy and Mary Johnston. Anne and Tony are survived by their spouses
and children as well as their brother Joe (Aughrim), sisters Maureen
Quinn (Sligo) and Bernadette Maguire (Ballinasloe).

OLD NEWSPAPERS. “Many people take old newspapers, but
few preserve them; yet the most interesting reading imaginable is a
file of old newspapers. It brings up the very age, with all its bustle and
every-day affairs, and marks its genius and its spirit more than the most
laboured description of a historian. Who can take a paper dated a half
century ago, without the thought that almost every name there printed is
now cut upon a tombstone at the head of an epitaph?” From the Western
Star and Ballinasloe Advertiser of 21st March 1846

Answers to Crossword 104: Across: 5-Geraghty, 8-Pancake Ward, 9-Forde, 10-Aughrim, 11-Carmel Grealy, 14-Burnhouse,
16-The Shamrock, 17-Cyril Dunne, 18-Lourdes, 19-The Blacks, 20-Riddell. Down: 1-Parochial, 2-Correen, 3-Acalla, 4-Mike Kelly,
6-Godfrey, 7-Ray McLoughlin, 12-Red, 13-Inky, 15-Mick Lillis. THERE WAS NO CORRECT ENTRY TO CROSSWORD 104.

30 COMMUNITY



The Pandemic Experience

| asked a student who is in fifth year in
secondary school a few questions relating to
our current experience and the following are
her responses. | have not altered her replies in
any way. | take this opportunity to wish you a
safe and blessed Easter.

What has been your experience of this pandemic overall?

Overall, and I'm not just speaking on behalf of myself, it has
certainly been a very tough time. When you're so used to being
around people, going places and actually have something to look
forward to, it’s very hard to cope when suddenly you can’t do any of
those things. Being stuck at home and not being able to meet your
friends and family is a challenge for many, including myself. This
pandemic has affected us in many different ways, both physically
and mentally. We have all suffered in some way.

What have you found most difficult?

The hardest thing for me was not having anything to look forward to.
Being stuck at home was very hard for me as | couldn’t see my friends,
my family. | couldn’t do any of the things that | used to do. Every day
was the same. | experienced a lot of negative emotions and thoughts as
aresult of being at home, stuck with nothing to do and nothing to look
forward to. | wasn’t doing great mentally for most days, just like most
people, but | tried my best to keep myself entertained and to remain
positive no matter what the circumstance is.

What has been positive for you during this time?

Although most of this pandemic is negative, | found a positive. |
found that during this lockdown, | had a lot of time, allowing me
to work a lot on myself. | didn’t have much to do, so all that was left
was to do, was to better myself as a person, both physically and
mentally, and to be honest, if not this lockdown, | probably would
have never had the time to sit down and think, how can | improve?

For the second year on a row, the Christian
communities here in Ballinasloe are unable to
celebrate Holy Week and Easter together in
their church buildings. This is an experience
which we share with church communities
rightaround the world, as the lives of people everywhere
continue to be turned upside down by the Covid 19
pandemic.

However, in this traumatic experience which we share, we grow in
solidarity with Jesus’ first followers, whose lives were turned upside
down by the arrest and execution of their friend and teacher. On
the first Easter Day, they were utterly despondent, as they huddled
together behind locked doors. Yet it was to those frightened and
broken hearted people that the unexpected joy of Easter first
dawned, breaking through the gloom with the glorious light of
God’s love. It was the light of the resurrection which taught them
to see the world in new ways, and to face the ongoing challenges of

their lives with renewed hope and courage.

This past year has taught us to look at the world in new ways.
Throughout the thick gloom of this pandemic, we have had

) h’,”' to train the
4 : : eyes of the soul
b

to discern the

What can | do that will make me become better, both physically and
mentally? | researched a lot and learned something new every day.
And so, | think I've changed a lot. | exercised more, | read more, went
on walks and overall adapted a healthier lifestyle. | found that when
I started to work on myself a bit more than | used to, my self-esteem,
self-image and my whole mood improved. | felt great about myself.
Even if it was a little accomplishment, it kept me going and created
a little bit of happiness, even when there was not much to be happy
about.

What do you think you will be doing differently as a result of going
through this pandemic?

Even though this lockdown/pandemic is not over yet, it has taught
me to appreciate life. Appreciate the people around me and to make
the most of life every day. The main thing that helped me through
this hard time was hope. Hope and faith. I'm almost 100% sure that
if you have these two, you can go through anything. If you have faith
in God, as well as hope, | know, speaking from personal experience,
anything and everything is possible. It has been a very challenging
time, but we can all learn something from this. | definitely learned
that you need to appreciate everything that you have, because one
day it’s here, and the next it can be gone.

Easter Greetings
Rev. John Garvey, Adm., Ballinasloe

Following are the times for the Easter Ceremonies

all to take place in St. Michael’s Church:

Holy Thursday | April 1**@ 8 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday April2™ @3 pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday | April 3 @8 pm Easter Vigil Mass

Easter Sunday | April 4" @ 12 noon | Mass

C of | Rector’s Easter Message

light of the resurrection breaking through. Without the routine
of weekly worship in our church buildings, we have been seeking
spiritual sustenance in new ways. As a parish community, we have
set ourselves the challenge of getting outside for a walk or run every
day, and to use that as a spiritual exercise, as a way of prayerfully
reconnecting with the signs of God’s love in the world around us.
Fr Gerard Geraghty and | have been running 5 kilometres every
day to pray for our parishes since the start of the second lockdown,
and have clocked up over 800 kilometres each so far. Together, we
have been publishing prayer postcards each day, which pair up
photographs from the local area with a verse from the week’s Bible
readings. These images form part of the weekly online services
which are uploaded to the Aughrim and Creagh Parish YouTube channel.

Even though the doors of our church buildings remain locked, with
the eyes of the soul opened, we can read the both the pain of the
Passion and the joy of the Resurrect